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12/16/25, 10:11 AM

Legal Knowledge Base

Submit Date: 37102022

Question: | have read some questions asked about Jail credit, but I'm still a little confused. | received a call from a Defendant who has unpaid
tickets in our court since 2018 and a VPTA, he was arrested on 9-12/2021 in another county local warrant and commitment/scntences
in that county, the Judge in that county gave him jail credit for their citations. He is asking for Jail credit on our citations, he was just
released on March 9, 2022, Since he was not in jail for any of our offenses, 1 belicve we can not give him jail credit. Is this correct?

Answer:

If he did not spend any time in jail for the offenses with which he is charged in your court, then he is not eligible for jail credit for
those offenses. This could occur if you had issued a warrant because he had failed to appear in response to a citation filed in your
court, and he was arrested and spent a day in jail before being released. But it sounds like that is not what happened; he was arrested
on a warrant issued by another county for offenses there.

He would also be eligible for jail credit for higher level offenses if he served time in jail as a sentence for those offenses (meaning he
was convicted of those offenses) and the confinement in jail occurred afier the commission of the justice court offense and the
conviction of the justice court offense occurred after Sept. 1, 2021. Bur based on what you have t0ld us that does not appear to be the
casc either.

For more information please see the Criminal Deskbook {3d ed. Sept. 2021) at page 97.
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